
Desmond Boswall (joined 1936) 

(This note was written by Dorothy Boswall, Desmond's widow in April 2010) 

Desmond was born in Portsmouth in August 1924 and passed the 11+ in 1936.  

He enjoyed the sciences and chose to specialise in chemistry and eventually became an analytical chemist. At 
Brockenhurst he saw, on the Common Room Notice Board, a vacancy for a trainee chemist in the Portsmouth 
Analyst Laboratory. He applied, was successful, and a few weeks later started work there for £1 per week, with 
the chance to study at Portsmouth Municipal College (PMC). 

I don't think he cared for football so did not excel in sport at school but became a very good hockey player while 
at college and still played for Barnet well into his thirties. It took some years of study but eventually Des gained 
his Inter and then his Associateship of the Royal Institute of Chemistry, and a few years later became a Fellow 
(he would never have mentioned this but I am proud of his achievements!). 

In 1948 he moved to Kingston and worked for Surrey CC . He married Dorothy, one of the Loud girls, in 1950 a 
few months after he had moved to Southampton and to a lab in the Civic Centre. Three years later another move, 
this time into the private sector, took him to London, (for £900 a year!) In the mid 60s the government encouraged 
firms to move out of the City and his Head Office moved to a lovely village in Bedfordshire where his two 
daughters grew up. It was a small firm specialising in dried foods and was eventually taken over by RHM in 1979. 
He was obliged to move to Reading, from where he retired in 1985 and returned to Portsmouth.  

Boz loved being near the sea again. He had always enjoyed sailing as well as golf and music. As a young lad at 
school he played in the orchestra for the G&S productions (he said it was either the orchestra or a girl in the 
chorus!) However, he must have enjoyed the school experience as he took part in 'Pirates' when at PMC! After 12 
years back by the sea we moved to our present home in a lovely friendly village between Bedford and Milton 
Keynes and just a few miles from one of our daughters.  

After almost another 12 good years of retirement, and 58 years of marriage, he died in August 2008 just before 
his 84th birthday.  

[Ed: there are more images of Desmond on the Evacuation page of the website] 

 


