
Douglas Arnold 1932-2006 

Douglas was educated at the Southern Grammar from the middle 40's until 1951 when he entered Wadham 
College Oxford University to read history. Tall with a massive presence he was a useful cricketer (batsman) and 
rugby player (second row).  

During National Service he learnt Russian (at the army's expense!!) and he became a keen photographer. He 
worked for the Financial Times as a feature writer and developed a reputation as an expert in Soviet affairs. In 
1966 he joined Eastman Kodak in charge of public relations during which time he developed a very strong 
interest in the nascent space age - becoming a regular at Houston and Cape Canaveral. In 1974 he resigned from 
Kodak and set up his own business, Space Frontiers, as an advisory centre on matters spatial - and preferably 
photographic. His back garden in Havant became a cluster of huts full of amazing kit. He usually had just one 
carefully trained assistant and this afforded him the opportunity to start writing, once more, for the periodicals. In 
later life his new contempt for political correctness accompanied the familiar tendency of the elderly to lay down 
the law!!  

Douglas sold Space Frontiers in 2000 and then pursued his interests beyond the claims of a career. His leisure 
interests ranged from Formula 1 motor racing and the Tour de France to following rugby and cricket. And in his 
last years he became fascinated by historical reconstructions, notably of the Romans. Indeed, there is in 
existence (although, alas, we do not have it) a photograph of Douglas in the full regalia of a senior Centurion in 
the Hampshire Legion, standing defiantly and proudly at the head of his troops in a very English hillock.  

Douglas passed away on 27th June 2006. 
(With thanks to Terence Wheeler, this note has been adapted from an obituary by Pat Thompson [a tutor to 
Douglas} and which appeared in the Wadham College Gazette). 

 


