
Harry Maber (Joined 1940)  
The following (edited) version was submitted by Harry's younger brother, Charles [known as Biff] , in 2006  

Harry joined the school in 1940 as an evacuee at Brockenhurst and was in digs until 1943 when, by chance, our 
mother was able and willing to take over the running of a mini-hostel  in part of a large house called St Andrews, 
owned by the honourable Mrs Heinson. Mum looked after her own two sons and five other boys all the same age 
as Harry.They were Peter Bolt, Gordon (known as Gus) Blackman, Ken Heard, Tony Masson and Peter Upton. The 
first three are still living in or near Portsmouth but I have lost touch with Tony and Peter.  

I was the baby of the family being three school years younger than the rest. In fact, because my mother took over 
the  running of the hostel I attended the local Cof E primary school in Brockenhurst  for a term before I was old 
enough to join the Southern Secondary School in September 1943.  

When Harry left school he joined the firm of accountants Morris Crocker  who were then in Victoria Road and 
went on to become a Chartered Accountant himself. His career was interrupted by two years of National Service 
in the RAF which was mostly spent in the middle east.. In fact he was in Palestine in 1948 when the British 
Mandate ended and the new State of Israel proclaimed.  

Harry worked for various companies including for a time in Ireland. But as well as his full time business he also 
helped his wife set up at first a dress shop and later on a newsagents and general store. He, of course, did the 
books and was also a dab hand at window dressing. He also had the less pleasant job of chasing bad debts.  

Later on, when most of us are thinking of retirement, he worked from home as a consulatnt  which he continued 
to do until his death.  

Harry was both a keen Portsmouth Football Club supporter and a long serving Rotarian.  One of his associates 
who has an involvement with the rebuilding of Fratton Park intends to arrange for one of the bricks to be 
inscribed "Harry Maber - Friends of PFC". A nice touch, I feel. Above all else, Harry was quintessentially a family 
man with a strong sense of humour and of fun. He will be sorely missed by his wife, three daughters, one son 
and their families.  

Harry was a frequent attendee at the school dinner up until a few months before his death at his home in 
Cousdon, following a short illness, on December 20th 2005.   
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